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Conference Schedule 

Key information 

 Sessions run from 9.30 every morning. 

 There will be a FREE barbeque on Tues evening after 5.30pm 

 The main lecture theatre is Cottesbrooke 101. We will meet there each morning 

 Session Two papers will be presented in Cottesbrooke C106 

 Lunches and breaks will be served in C109.  

 There will be Ambassadors on hand to guide you 

 

Welcome to the University of Northampton! 
I hope your visit is stimulating and informative. 

Kindest regards 

 
Tim Curtis,  

ISIRC14 Conference Chair 

 



 
 

 



 
 

  



 
 

The University of Northampton  

In 2010, the University of Northampton embarked on the ambitious challenge of 
becoming No 1 in the UK for Social Enterprise. The University has since created or 
invested in several large scale enterprises such as Goodwill Solutions, a 
Community Interest Company (CIC) which aims to help the local community by 
running projects such as the Back to Work programme, training ex-offenders, the 
homeless and disadvantaged youths for employment in the logistics sector; 
UnoBuses (a joint venture with the University of Hertfordshire) and 1st Degree 
Facilities, a wholly owned subsidiary of the University. 

Between 2011-13, the University built enterprise competencies within all degree 
programmes to encourage and develop students in socially responsible 
entrepreneurial thinking and behaviour.  We deliver an MA in Social Innovation , 
run a student-led business support agency ‘Hot House’ enables students to 
engage in paid activity and our Big Bonanza and Enterprise Inc. schemes enable 
staff, students and alumni to develop enterprising and socially innovative ideas 
through to market. In addition, the University has invested £8.5 million in a 
purpose-built state of the art ‘Innovation Centre’ for entrepreneurs and social 
ventures seeking to deliver social impact, value and change.  This will be opened 
in 2015 as part of the Northampton Waterside Enterprise Zone. 

To further embed the Changemaker ethos, the University offers the unique, 
MOOC-based Changemaker Certificate to all students, staff, alumni and 
community partners. The Changemaker Certificate helps to deliver the University 
mission to “Strive to deliver a fairer and more inclusive society”. 

Key statistics in 2014 

 60,000 hours of volunteering, up by 20,000hrs on last year 

 250 students, staff and community members working on Changemaker 
social innovation projects 

 7,000 people supported with social enterprise advice 

 £359,000 invested in social entrepreneurs 

At the University of Northampton we offer all our students an outstanding 
academic experience, filled with learning and teaching excellence, cutting-edge 
facilities and an exciting and stimulating life both on and off campus. 

In less than 10 years since gaining university status, we have gone from strength 
to strength and have already been ranked as a Top 50 University (Guardian 
University Guide, 2015).  At the heart of all that we do and offer is our 
commitment to transforming lives and inspiring change. We are proud of our 
ground-breaking new areas of study and our growing reputation for research 
excellence, with state-of-the-art facilities and technology that ensures all our 
students have access to extensive libraries, IT suites, studios, innovative learning 
spaces and laboratories. 

In 2013, we were designated by AshokU as one of 26 Universities in the world, 
and the first in the UK, as a Changemaker Campus joining prestigious institutions 
such as Brown University, the University of Colorado and Tulane University. This is 
in recognition of the whole institution’s commitment to social entrepreneurship. 

The University of Northampton’s social innovation work is underpinned by three 
clear values: 

• We will provide a unique student experience of the very highest quality, 
developing both theoretical and practical competence in social enterprise 
that prepares the leading social entrepreneurs of the future. 

• We will encourage, support and develop entrepreneurial skills and 
enterprising attitudes among our students, our staff and the members of 
the communities we work with. 

• We will deliver a fairer and more inclusive society. 

As a result of our commitment, in 2013 we met our original strategic goal to be 
the UK’s leading university for Social Enterprise – a full two years ahead of 
schedule and we continue to deliver our strategy with the same drive. 

We are www.northampton.ac.uk/changemaker  


